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Investing in a healthier planet  
has never been easier. 
 

Investors today are just as concerned with minimizing risk and  
maximizing returns as they were in the past. But more than  
ever, they’re also concerned with making sure their investments  
reflect their own social values.  

 

That’s where socially responsible investing (SRI) 

comes in. SRI takes many forms, and one of the 

fastest growing is environmental impact and 

responsibility. 

 

The Better Earth® Portfolio is a “green” 

investment option available through our 

partnership with Desjardin and held by League 

Savings & Mortgage. This unique investment 

product is built on a diverse portfolio of companies 

with a proven positive environmental record that 

are also ethically and socially conscious. In 

addition, the product offers a guaranteed principal, 

making it the fiscally savvy choice, without risking 

initial investment. 

 

In an unpredictable world, members are looking 

for dependable investment options. 

 
 
This reference guide will tell you everything you 
need to know about the Better Earth® Portfolio, so 
you can help your members get to know about this 
exciting new investment option. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  

Talking to Members. 
 

How can you tell if a member might be interested in the Better Earth® 
Portfolio? It’s simple: Any member who shows interest in any kind of 
investment product is a potential customer for this product. 
 
• The member might be making 

queries about investment or 
savings options. 
 

• You might notice that the 
member already has an 
investment portfolio, but it lacks 
diversification. 

 

• The member may have 
substantial amounts of money 
saved in an RRSP or TFSA. 

 
START THE CONVERSATION 
Ask the member if they’re aware of 
socially responsible investing, or if 
they’re aware that your credit union now 
offers an investment option that’s 
geared to environmentally-friendly 
companies. 
 
Some quick conversation starters could 
include: 

• “Are you interested in investing 
but concerned about risk?” 

• “Have you thought about 
investing your savings?” 

• “Did you know you can invest in 
companies that are committed to 
improving the environment?” 

 
If they show interest, continue to explain 

the product’s key benefits. 
  
 
There’s no downside risk.100% of 
Member capital is guaranteed, meaning 
the member’s initial investment is never 
at risk. 
 
Exposure to markets. The security 
basket for the Better Earth® Portfolio is 
comprised of 20 global securities 
representing various economic sectors, 
such as telecommunications, 
information technology, industrials and 
financials. With a wide variety of sectors 
represented, the investment will be 
more resilient to economic downturns. 
 
Great returns. The Better Earth® 
Portfolio offers potential rates much 
higher than other current investment 
products, providing members with a 
higher return on their initial investment. 
 
Ideal for portfolio diversity. The Better 
Earth® Portfolio provides an opportunity 
to diversify a member’s investment 
portfolio. A broader range of investment 
reduces the overall risk of investing, and 
Better Earth® investments are located 
around the globe, providing even 
greater diversity. 
 

 



 

 

 

  

Key Product Features. 
 
Better Earth® Portfolio includes a range of 
key features that make it a solid financial option. 
 

• Guaranteed principal investment 

• Options between 2- and 5-year terms 

• Minimum $500 investment 

• Insured by Canadian Deposit Insurance Corporation 

• Available in registered and non-registered formats 

• Interest paid at maturity 

• Income taxed at maturity if investment is non-registered 

• Protection from exchange rate fluctuations 

• Held by League Savings & Mortgage 

 
The rate of return is calculated on the performance of a selected group of companies in 
various sectors based on their environmental awareness. Each of these companies 
have implemented initiatives to reduce the environmental impact of their operations by 
either reducing their greenhouse gas emissions or water consumption. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  

Frequently Asked Questions. 
 

FOR STAFF 
 
Do we have to send deposit forms with 
the Investment Agreement? 
 
If opening a new account with League 
Savings and Mortgage forward the 
application form for the applicable 
product—RRSP, TFSA, Non-registered 
GIC Order Form. For a subsequent 
deposit, complete the RRSP/ TFSA 
subsequent deposit form or non-
registered GIC order form. 
 
The Security Basket is comprised of 
Global Securities, who are they? 
 
The securities (common shares) as well 
as their respective stock markets and 
currencies can be found in the 
Investment Agreement.  
 

 
How many series are available 
throughout the year? 
 
Six times per year. 
 
Where do I find the Investment 
Agreement? 
 
Visit the League Savings and Mortgage 
website at www.lsm.ca 
(Investing/Forms/Market Linked GIC) 
for: 
• Deposit Forms 
• Better Earth® Portfolio Folder 
• You can also contact any 

member of the League Savings 
Investment Team at 1-800-668-
2879 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  

FOR MEMBERS 
 

Is this investment right for me? 
This investment may be right for you if 
you: 

• Seek capital protection 
• Wish to diversify your portfolio 
• Have an investment horizon 

of 2 years, 5 years, or longer 
• Don’t plan to withdraw your 

investment prior to maturity 
• Agree to forgo a guaranteed 

return to benefit from a higher 
potential return than that 
offered by term savings 

 

How does this solution differ from 
conventional term savings? 
This guaranteed investment differs from 
conventional term savings in that it does 
not provide a pre- determined return. 
The guaranteed investment’s return is 
determined only at maturity, dependent 
on the performance of the security 
basket. 
As well, as a socially responsible 
investment, it is invested solely in 
securities committed to environmentally 
sustainable operations.  

 
How are the companies represented in this investment selected? 
A five-step selection process ensures that the companies chosen display excellent 
financial health, and environmental commitment: 
 

1. Financial Analysis: Investment 
managers select companies that 
earn top marks in in-depth financial 
analysis, covering financial 
soundness, risk, profitability, and 
outlook for growth. 

 
2. Exclusion Screening: Any 

companies in tobacco, nuclear and 
arms industries are removed from 
the list. 

 
3. Environmental assessment: NEI 

Investments—a Canadian leader in 
SRI—measures five environmental-
performance indicators: 

• Environmental policy 

• Initiatives to reach 
environmental objectives 

• Disclosure concerning 
environmental impact of its 
activities 

• Procedures for supervising 
and monitoring progress 
toward objectives 

• Environmental standard the 
company requires suppliers 
to follow 

 
4. Recommendation of Environmental 

Advisory Group: Experts specializing 
in a variety of fields, including 
biology, law, environmental 
management and ethics review the 
investment assessments report and 
recommends whether to include 
them in the security basket. 

 
5. Inclusion in the security basket: 

From among the companies that 
qualify, securities offering the best 
financial prospects are selected, 
taking into account geographic and 
sector diversification. 

  



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

    
 

 
 

 
 
 

Can the companies selected for the 
securities basket be changed? 
Once the companies are selected they 
remain in place for the duration of the 
investment term. 
What registered and non-registered 
formats is the portfolio available in? 
Registered plans: TFSA, RRSP, LIRA, 
locked-in RRSP. Non-registered plans: 
Non-registered GIC 
 
What happens when my investment 
matures? 
A reminder will be sent to you by mail 
just prior to maturity. 
 
How can I keep track of my investment’s 
performance? 
Market performance is updated 
regularly. For more information on the 
performance of your Better Earth® 
series, please contact your LSM 
representative. Return information is 
presented for information purposes only. 
 
How are returns calculated? 
Returns are based on the market 
performance of the selected companies. 
As well, between your investment’s 
purchase and issue date, your capital 
will yield a 1.00% interest rate per year. 
In order to mitigate the effects of 

potential security downturn immediately 
at maturity, we take into account the 
average monthly prices for each security 
during the term’s final 3-month period. 
 
This investment does not entitle the 
holder to dividends and distributions 
paid by the companies in the portfolio. 
Investment returns are not affected by 
exchange-rate fluctuations, even if 
security prices are published in foreign 
currencies. Returns based on security 
price could be nil at maturity. Your 
capital is guaranteed at maturity. 
 
Can I redeem my investment before the 
maturity date? 
Withdrawal is not permitted prior to 
maturity. 
 
What happens during market 
upheavals? 
The product manufacturer reserves the 
right to determine the appropriate 
measures to be taken in such 
circumstances. For example, if trades 
are suspended as a result of a 
significant stock-market downturn, the 
manufacturer could choose to postpone 
the date at which the investment’s 
starting level is taken into account. 

 
 
 

 


